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Dog agility is a relatively new canine discipline, being first introduced to the UK at Crufts in 25 1978 (The Kennel Club, 2013) . Agility continues to increase in popularity and participation, 26 with success being determined largely by the dog's ability to jump at high speeds and 27 complete rapid directional changes (Pfau et al. 2011 ). Typical agility courses include 17-20 28 obstacles, primarily made up of hurdles set at a predetermined height in relation to the dog's 29 height at the withers (Table I) (The Kennel Club, 2013) . This is in stark contrast to equine it has been suggested that the boldness of the dog affects its success (Svartberg, 2002) Historically, the horse (Equus callabus) has been the traditional performance sport animal 67 with the thoroughbred horse being selectively bred over generations to produce the optimum 68 racing animal. These performance horses are trained intensely, with the aim to improve 69 energy production, skill and coordination (Vogel, 1996) . This has also resulted in equine 
Materials and Methods
90
Data were collected during an Agility Team GB training event, held under Kennel Club (KC) 91 regulations, using hurdles set at current KC heights (Table I ). The study gained full ethical The apparent topline angle during the bascule phase of the jump was measured and speed was 107 calculated in m/s. The bascule phase was considered to be midpoint over the hurdle (Clayton, When examining correlations between topline angles and speed for large dogs, a strong 174 negative relationship was identified. From these results, it can be proposed that the larger the 175 topline angle of a dog during the bascule phase of the jump, the slower it will jump.
176
Arguably, this observation could in part be due to the height of the jump being proportionately greater than themselves to the withers that results in this jumping style.
178
However, medium collies also appear to jump in this manner, therefore it might be a breed rather than the size of the dog that affects these topline angles. This study has also shown the 242 potential for an optimum agility dog breed being present. However, this may result in welfare 243 implications, due to the selective breeding of dogs for optimum jump kinematics. 
